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Deal: Entrepreneurs Rhona Togher, left, and Daniel 
Plewman, far right, with John Perry and Michael Johnson

BUDDING entrepreneurs can  
be matched with experi-
enced business people 
abroad as part of a scheme 
launched yesterday. 

The Erasmus For Young 
Entrepreneurs Programme 
is already established in 23 
other European countries. 

To date, more than 530 new 
entrepreneurs have trav-
elled to other countries for 
up to six months to learn 
management skills from 
experienced small-business 
owners. 

The Dún Laoghaire-Rath-
down County Enterprise 
Board is behind the pro-
gramme’s introduction to 
Ireland, with more county 
and city enterprise boards 
expected to join as interme-
diary organisations in the 
coming year. 

The Minister for Small Busi-
ness, John Perry, launched 

the recruitment drive for 
the Enterprise Exchange 
Programme yesterday at 
the European Parliament 
Information Office on Moles-
worth Street. 

He said: ‘It is a logical step 
to point our growth-ori-
e n t e d  e n t r e p r e n e u r s 
towards the Internal Market 
of the European Union. 

Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown 
County Enterprise Board 
chief Michael Johnson said: 
‘By participating in this Euro-
pean-wide programme, new 
business start-ups increase 
their chances of survival in 
the early years.’

Rhona Togher of start-up 
Restored Hearing and Daniel 
Plewman of happythreads.ie 
were just two of the entre-
preneurs who attended  
the launch.
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Start-ups twinned 
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